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161 The Indian Aivoca'ie.

as laborers on the farms of white men in all seasons, but they
are especially serviceable during the time of harvesting and
haymaking." Co?nr., 46.) They would be the last Indians
in the world to preach a crusade of extermination against the
whites, such as the messiah religion has been represented to
be. Aside from their earnings among the whites, they derive
their subsistence from the fish of the lakes, jack rabbits and
small game of the sage plains and mountains, and from pinon
nuts and other seeds which they grind into flour for bread.
Their ordinary dwelling is the wikiup or small rounded hut of
tule rushes over a framework of poles, with the ground for a
floor and the fire in the center and almost entirely open at the
top. Strangely enough, although appreciating the advantages
of civilization as far as relates to good clothing and such food
as they can buy at the stores, they manifest no desire to live
in permanent houses or to procure the furniture of civilization,
and their wikiups are almost bare of everything excepting a
few wicker or grass baskets of their own weaving.

THE WASHO.

Associated with the Paiute are the Washo, 01 U'nsr as t

they call themselves, a small tribe of about 400 souls, and
having no affinity, so far as known, with any other Indians.
They occupy the mountain region in the extreme western por-

tion of Nevada, about Washo and Tahoe lakes and the towns
of Carson and Virginia City. They formerly extended farther
east and south, but have been driven back by the Paiute, who
conquered them, reducing them to complete subjection and
forbidding them the use ot horses, a prohibition which was
rigidly enforced until within a few years. Thus broken in

spirit, they became mere hangers-o- n ot the white settlements
on the opening up of the mines, and are now terribly demor-

alized. They have been utterly neglected by the government,
have never been included in any treaty, and have now no home
that they can call their own. We quote a gloomy account of


